
KEEP YOUR WHOLE

FAMILY SAFE

E M E R G E N C Y  P R E P A R E D N E S S



PLAN FOR EMERGENCIES

When an emergency hits, minutes can make a difference. You
want to have a plan beforehand, so you aren't left wasting

valuable time when you need it most.
 

There are a few types of emergencies to consider:
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Severe storms & tornadoes

Home floods & fires 

Community flooding & wildfires

Health emergencies

Inability to return home

When making a plan for emergencies, you want to consider
some of the higher risk emergency types for your area. Identify

areas you need to develop a plan for.
 

If a severe storm were to come through your area, do you know
what you would do and where you would go? Do you have a

place for your pets to go in your home or outside your town? If
your pet was to have a health emergency, who would you call

for help? Do you have an emergency vet available after-hours? If
you needed to leave your home or take shelter from a storm

quickly, would you be ready?



SEVERE
STORMS

PET HEALTH
EMERGENCY

PLAN FOR EMERGENCIES
Note how you can prepare in each section OR what your plan is:
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HOME
EVACUATION

Consider: Where will you go? Can your pets come with? Do you have a
binder with their medical records? Does each pet have a travel crate?

Consider: Do you have a safe place to shelter that you can take your dogs
at a moment's notice? Are your dogs kept in a place that could flood?

Consider: Do you have an emergency phone number or access to an
emergency vet clinic? Do you have basic first aid supplies at home?



EMERGENCY CARE-GIVERS

If you are not home in case of a storm or other emergency,
do you have a friend, neighbor, or a professional who can

check on your pet or move them somewhere safe? If
something happens to you, like an accident or

incapacitation, do your friends and family know what to do
with your pets? Having a wallet ID card or ID bracelet with
emergency contacts are a great way to help alert medical

professionals that you have pets at home.
 

Some situations that might require emergency care-givers:

Your travels were delayed.

You are injured while on the road with your pets.

You are injured away from your pets.

You become incapacitated for an extended period or die.
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While it isn't fun to think through these what-if situations, it
is important to have a plan for where your pets would go,

who would care for them, and how you would pay for their
care if you are not able to care for them yourself.



INCAPACITATED
OR LONG TERM

CARE

INJURED ON
THE ROAD

EMERGENCY CARE-GIVERS
Note how you can prepare in each section OR what your plan is:
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CAN'T MAKE
IT HOME

Consider: Where will your pets go? Will someone care for them short term
until you can work out a longer term plan?

Consider: Do your pets ride in a safe carrier or with a tether? If you are
injured without them, can officials identify your key care-givers?

Consider: Where will your pets go? Can they provide for their needs? Do
you have funds to cover their care? Are your wishes documented?



PREPARING A KIT

Your emergency kit should contain things you will need if
you are forced to quickly evacuate. It is prudent to have a

stash of these things in a tote that you can grab very quickly
if needed. This is a great time to get your pets microchipped,
as it is one of the best ways for your pet to make it back to
you if you are separated. Also, this is a great time to make
sure their tags and your microchip account have updated

identifying information.
 

Consider including the following items in your grab-and-go
emergency kit:
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Meals, fresh water, and medications for each pet

First aid kits

Leashes, harnesses, and collars with current information

Proof of ownership (good if you get separated or need

to stay at a shelter or other short-term housing)

Crate or carrier for each of your pets

Binder of medical records (especially important if you have

used multiple veterinarians over the years)



MEDICAL
RECORDS

FIRST AID KIT

PREPARING A KIT
Note how you can prepare in each section OR what your plan is:
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FOOD &
MEDICATION

Consider: Pack at least one week of food for each pet plus their
medications, and plenty of fresh water. Bring can openers, if needed.

Consider: Pack a first aid kit for pets and for people. See further pages for
a checklist. Consider packing it in a bright container for easy finding.

Consider: Binder of vaccination records & scripts for each pet, including
contact info for your veterinarian. Have a copy of microchip information.
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EMERGENCY KIT CHECKLIST

Calming pheromones

Towels & familiar blanket

Cleaning spray, soap, paper towels

Garbage bags & pick-up bags

Litter/bedding, litter scoop, litter box

Can opener if needed

Veterinarian contact information

Emergency contacts

Baby wipes

Extra phone chargers

Flashlight with extra batteries

TRAVEL

Gather like-items together so you can easily find what you need, and place items
inside waterproof containers. (Zip-top baggies work for smaller items).

FIRST AID KIT

Pet first aid book & RedCross phone app

Poison Control Center: 888-426-4435

Sterile gauze pads & gauze roll

Non-stick bandage pads in multiple sizes

Self-adhering, nonstick bandage wrap

Hydrogen peroxide (induce vomiting only)

Blood clotting powder

Eye dropper or syringe without needle

Artificial Tears (use after flushing eyes)

Battery powered beard trimmer

Instant-cold packs

Tick remover tool

Flashlight or other light source

Towels (can be used as a stretcher)

Saline solution eye wash

Bottle of water for flushing wounds

Muzzle & slip leash

Benadryl (diphenhydramine only)

Zyrtec (or generic brand)

Tweezers

Blunt-tip scissors

Antibacterial ointment

Nitrile exam gloves

Splint materials (tongue depressor)

Lubricant packets (wound protection)

Emergency warming blankets

Old credit card (removing stingers)

Pillowcase (helpful for scared cats)

FOR EACH PET

Favorite toys or comfort item

Litter/bedding, litter scoop, litter box

Microchip information

Written record of care information

Current photos & descriptions

Collapsible food & water bowls

Leash, harness, collar with ID

Secure travel carriers

1 week of food, water, & meds

Medical & ownership records

https://www.preventivevet.com/dogs/bee-and-wasp-stings-be-prepared


PET IDENTIFICATION SHEET

It can be helpful to have a pet identification sheet in your car
when you travel with your pet. You can attach it to their
travel carrier or place it inside their travel bag in the car.

 
These identification sheets are useful for if you or your pet

are injured in an accident. Pets are safest when they travel in
a carrier or buckled in with a seat belt or tether. Beyond

being in a carrier, it is also beneficial to secure the carrier
inside a vehicle. Being in a carrier prevents a pet from being
ejected in case of an accident, it also makes them easier to
remove from your car and it keeps early responders safer.
Having the carrier secured keeps your pet even more safe.

 
Consider including the following items in your pet's

information sheet:
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Their name, age, breed, and color

Current photo

Personality & what they might do if scared

Who to contact if you have an emergency

What to do with your pet if there in an emergency (such

as take them to a vet for examination)

Your home veterinarian's name and contact information
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(EXAMPLE IDENTIFICATION SHEET)

CROSBY
TERRIER MIX, BLACK & WHITE - DOB: 04/01/2015

WILL BE VERY SCARED AND WILL RUN!!!

COULD BITE IF AFRAID!!!!

DO NOT LET OUT OF THIS CRATE!!! Deliver pet inside
their crate ASAP to the nearest veterinarian.

Emergency Contacts:
Pet's Parent: Parent Name - Parent phone number
Pet's Parent: Parent Name - Parent phone number
Home Vet: Vet Name & Clinic - Vet phone number

Emergency Contacts: List at least two emergency contacts & at least
one phone number for each emergency contact



LEGAL DOCUMENTS

No one really wants to think about being in a crisis situation,
but lack of planning for these worst-case scenarios are what

lands many pets homeless or in a shelter. 
 

Instead, we want to make arrangements for our pets in a
variety of situations. You should carefully consider who you
choose to care for your pets on your behalf. Good planning

is a gift you can give to those that you care for and those
that will care for those you cared for.

 
Consider including the following arrangements for your pets:
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Pet Power of Attorney

Will

Trust

Short Term Care Givers

Long Term Care Givers

Quality of Life & Standards of Care considerations

Maintaining proper, updated legal documents (and who has 

access to those documents)
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Power of Attorney allows someone to make important medical and financial

decisions on your behalf if you are not available or are incapacitated. You

can set up a specific Power of Attorney for your pet's care without giving

someone Power of Attorney over other important decisions. Most vet's

offices will not allow anyone to order medical care on behalf of your pet

without proper legal authorization.

DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY IN PET CARE

A will is a document that outlines how your assets (money, property, and any

businesses) will be held or distributed, and how any dependents (children or

pets) be cared for following a person's death.

A trust provides protection for your assets, minimizes taxes, saves time and

court proceedings, and helps prevent irresponsible spending or improper

use of funds.

There are many benefits of creating a trust for your pet, according to Legacy

Law Firm: The main objective of using a trust to care for your pet is to

provide a flexible method for managing financial assets for the benefit of any

pets that survive you. The appropriate amount of money to fund the trust

varies widely depending on your pet’s age, condition and needs. With a

properly designed trust, you can designate a party to act as “caregiver” for

your pet. In addition, your trust can provide detailed instructions to your

caregiver. This can include everything from your pet’s favorite food and toys

to his or her sleeping arrangements. 

WILL OR TRUST?

Consider having a "central source" for all your important or legal documents.

This can be a program like EverPlan, a box, or a document outlining where

those documents reside. You want to make it easy for people to step in and

provide top quality care quickly.

DOCUMENTING DOCUMENTS

LEGAL DOCUMENTS



PREPARING LEGAL DOCUMENTS
Take notes on your desires considering the care of your pets:
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PET POWER OF
ATTORNEY

Consider: Who will make decisions about their care if you are unavailable
or incapacitated?

WILL

Consider: Where will your pet stay in the short or long term? Will your
home be held for them? Who will care for them in the short or long term?

TRUST

Consider: Will you have funds set aside for their care? How will those
funds be managed over the course of their life?

QUALITY OF
LIFE & 

STANDARDS OF
CARE

Consider: Do you have certain expectations of care or of their quality of
life? Consider health care, toys, food, grooming, pet care providers, etc.


